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Verdict: $4,738,369

CASE/NUMBER: Jennifer Knopp, Kevin Knopp v. City of Los Angeles, Joshua 
Willis / BC665467

COURT/DATE: Los Angeles Superior / Nov. 26, 2019

JUDGE: Margaret L. Oldendorf

ATTORNEYS:

Plaintiff - Lawrence P. Grassini, Robert B. Reagan, (Grassini & Wrinkle)

Defendant - Rachael C. Parent, Steven M. McGuire, (Office of the Los Angeles 
City Attorney)

EXPERTS:

Plaintiff - David T. Fractor Ph.D. (economics) Paul Kayfetz (engineering 
photography) Jon B. Landerville P.E. (engineering and accident reconstruction) 
Edward J. Ruzak P.E. (traffic engineering)

Defendant - Ted Vavoulis (economics) Henricus P. Jansen M.S. (accident 
reconstruction) Stephen A. Blewett (traffic reconstruction) Rock E. Miller 
(traffic and civil engineering)

FACTS: On Nov. 1, 2016, Jeffrey Knopp, 60, an experienced cyclist, was riding 
his bicycle on Foothill Boulevard in Sunland when he was struck by a car driven 
by Joshua Willis. The right front of the passenger side of Willis’ vehicle struck 
Knopp while Willis was traveling 30 mph.

The roadway where the collision occurred gradually merged into the highway 
until the shoulder ended. Willis did not see that Knopp had entered his lane.

Knopp’s wife, Jennifer Knopp, and his son, Kevin Knopp sued the City of Los 
Angeles and Willis for wrongful death.

PLAINTIFFS’ CONTENTIONS: Plaintiffs contended that the City’s roadway 
constituted a dangerous condition of public property that contributed to 
Knopp’s death along with the negligence of defendant driver Willis, in that 
there was insufficient separation between the vehicle lanes and the bicycle 

lane. In closing argument however, plaintiffs argued that Willis was not liable.

DEFENDANT’S CONTENTIONS: The City contended that Willis’ negligence 
was the sole cause of the accident. However, in closing argument, the City asked 
the jury to attribute negligence to Knopp if they felt that was warranted. Evidence 
of Knopp’s negligence was based on the testimony of an eye witness who saw 
Knopp ride from the shoulder into traffic lanes without looking. The City further 
relied on the fact that there had been no other accidents at this location in the 
20 years since the design had been completed.

The City relied on the absolute defense of Design Immunity under Government 
Code Section 830.6 and the absence of any Loss of Design Immunity under 
CACI 1124 (Cornette). It also relied on the defense of Signage Immunity under 
Section 830.4 and Traffic Signals and Warnings Immunity under Section 830.8.

SETTLEMENT DISCUSSIONS: Plaintiffs demanded seven figures. Defendant 
offered $50,000. Plaintiffs’ last demand at mediation was $18,000,000.00.

RESULT: The jury found in favor of the Knopps and awarded them $4,738,369. 
Jennifer Knopp was awarded $215,113 in past economic damages, $523,256 
in future economic damages, $500,000 in past non-economic damages, and 
$2.5 million in future non-economic damages. Kevin Knopp was awarded 
$250,000 in past non-economic damages, and $750,000 in future non-economic 
damages. The jury found Willis 80 percent at fault and the City of Los Angeles 
20 percent at fault.

OTHER INFORMATION: The majority of the witnesses and evidence during 
the trial was directed to the absence of a dangerous condition, design immunity 
and loss of design immunity. Notwithstanding this, plaintiffs successfully 
moved for partial directed verdict prior the close of evidence on the grounds 
that the city had not met its burden in establishing the discretionary approval 
element of design immunity, based on this firm’s prior cases of Cornette v. 
Dept. of Transportation (2001) 26 Cal.4th 63 and Castro v. City of Thousand 
Oaks (2015) 239 Cal.App.4th 1451. Thus, the issues of design immunity and 
loss of design immunity were no longer for the jury to decide. This left for 
the jury the issues of dangerous condition of public property (and all of its 
elements), negligence on the part of the driver and the bicyclist, damages, 
and apportionment.
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$4.7 MILLION (Verdict)
Los Angeles County Superior / BC665467
Topic: Personal Injury
Subtopic: Dangerous Condition of Public Property
Detail: Wrongful Death
Plaintiff — Lawrence P. Grassini, Robert B. Reagan (Grassini & Wrinkle)

Michael Riney of Vantage Law 
Group, fondly recalled a successful 
settlement between CEOs that Rob-
erts was able to help resolve by play-
ing the guitar with a client.

“I videotaped the whole thing,” 
Riney said. “Mike playing the guitar 
with my client in the conference room 
at about 10 o’clock on a Friday night, 
which is something I can’t imagine 
too many other mediators doing, but it 
really gave everyone a chance to relax 
a little bit and take a breath from the 
back and forth. I’ll never forget that.”

“He just has a unique style,” Riney 
continued. “I’m sure he doesn’t do 
that too often but my client was a mu-
sician as well and they were talking 
about the guitars Mike has in his 
office and he pulled them down and 
started playing. And that case, which 
a lot of people wouldn’t have thought 
would have settled, settled.”

Robert A. Levy of Procopio, Cory, 
Hargreaves & Savitch LLP has 
used Roberts’ services at least eight 
times. Levy said every matter he has 
brought to Roberts has settled and 
plaintiffs’ lawyers are quick to agree 
to use him. 

Echoing Riney, Levy said Robert’s 
success is largely based on his ability 
to adapt.

“He thinks outside the box in com-
ing up with different ways to get to 
yes,” Levy said. “He is not cookie cut-
ter. He doesn’t make us all come into 
a room together and sing ‘Kumbaya’ 
or tell each other all their problems. 
He will modify his style based on the 
situation.”

Roberts wins the confidence of ev-
eryone in the room by being able to 
look people in the eye and faithfully 
repeat to them their case and princi-
pal concerns, Levy said.

“He has the wonderful ability 
to stand in others’ shoes and look 
through their eyes,” Levy said. “He 
is very good at getting the principals 
on both sides to see that he clearly un-
derstands not only the facts but their 
perspective and point of view.”

Here are some attorneys who have 
used Roberts’ services: George Flem-
ing, Fleming PC, San Diego; Michael 
Riney, Vantage Law Group, San Di-
ego; Robert A. Levy, Procopio, Cory, 
Hargreaves & Savitch LLP, San Di-
ego; Robert L. Shipley, Law Offices 
of Robert L. Shipley, Carlsbad; Larry 
Arnold, Cummins & White, Newport 
Beach.
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Mediator known as a pioneer
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$10 MILLION (Settlement) 
Riverside County Superior / MCC1701255
Topic: Torts
Subtopic: Sexual Abuse
Detail: Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act

Plaintiff — Roger E. Booth, Carly L. Sanchez, Andrew S. Pruitt (Booth 
& Koskoff)

  See page 6 for a full summary 
 

$4.7 MILLION (Verdict) 
Los Angeles County Superior / BC665467
Topic: Personal Injury
Subtopic: Dangerous Condition of Public Property
Detail: Wrongful Death
 
Plaintiff — Lawrence P. Grassini, Robert B. Reagan (Grassini & Wrinkle)

 
  See page 8 for a full summary 
 
 

$4.5 MILLION (Verdict) 
USDC Central / 5:18-cv-00427-DMG-SP
Topic: Civil Rights
Subtopic: Excessive Force
Detail: Wrongful Death  
 
Plaintiff — Dale K. Galipo, Renee V. Masongsong, Marcel F. Sincich 

(Law Office of Dale K. Galipo); Cameron Sehat (The Sehat Law Firm PLC)
 
  See page 4 for a full summary 

Verdict: Defense  
Ventura County Superior / 56-2017-00498513-CUPL-VTA
Topic: Personal Injury
Subtopic: Product Liability
Detail: Wrongful Death

Defendant — Derek S. Whitefield, Fred J. Fresard (Dykema Gossett 
PLLC); Philip R. Cosgrove, Ryan E. Cosgrove (Nelson, Mullins, Riley & 
Scarborough LLP)

  

  See page 8 for a full summary 
 
 

Bench Decision: Dismissal
USDC Northern / 3:18-cv-06186-EMC
Topic: Fraud
Subtopic: Breach of Implied Covenant of Good Faith and Fair Dealing
 
Defendant — Neal A. Potischman, Micah G. Block, Andrew D. Yaphe 

(Davis, Polk & Wardwell LLP); Frank Falzetta, Jennifer M. Hoffman, Jef-
frey S. Crowe (Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP) 

 
  See page 6 for a full summary 
 

Summary Judgment: Defense 
USDC Idaho / 2:18-cv-00320-DCN
Topic: 42 U.S.C. Section 1983
Subtopic: Illegal Search, Seizure and Arrest

Defendant — Bentley G. Stromberg (Clements, Bown, & McNichols, PA) 

  See page 4 for a full summary
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$16 MILLION (Settlement) Ventura County Superior / 56-201900527459-CU-PO-VTA
Topic: Personal Injury
Plaintiff — Peter L. Kaufman (Panish, Shea & Boyle LLP)

  
$5.5 MILLION (Verdict) Los Angeles County Superior / 19STCV11501
Topic: Personal Injury
 Plaintiff — Brian L. Poulter, Dylan Ruga (Stalwart Law Group)

$4.1 MILLION (Bench Decision) USDC Central / 2:18-cv-02138-PSG-AS
Topic: Torts 
 Plaintiff — Eric V. Traut (Traut Firm)
 

Verdict: Defense  Los Angeles County Superior / BC683148
Topic: Personal Injury
Defendant — Jeremy M. Dwork, Golnar J. Fozi (Meyers, Fozi, & Dwork LLP) 
 

Verdict: Defense Los Angeles County Superior / BC680331
Topic: Multiple Automobile Accident
 Defendant — Jade N. Tran (Wood, Smith, Henning & Berman LLP) 
 
  

Verdict: Defense Orange County Superior / 30-2017-00942453-CU-PA-CJC
Topic: Personal Injury
Defendant — Gina Y. Kandarian-Stein (Gates, Gonter, Guy, Proudfoot & Muench LLP) 
 

  

Michael Roberts 

ADR Services Inc. 
San Diego 
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